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Christ Church Cathedral dates from early in the 12th 
century, having been then erected on the site of a religious 
house founded by St. Frideswide, a Saxon saint whose 
remains were interred therein. It was restored 1120-80, 
being further added to and elaborated in 1289 and 1480. 
Tom Tower is a portion of the adjacent Christ Church, 
which was erected in 1719. The famous ‘‘Great Tom” 
is hung here, the nightly curfew of which (101 strokes; is 
the signal for the closing of all college gates. 
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